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Why grow bulbs? 
➔ Once planted, they will maintain themselves for many years with minimal care

➔ Many have short bloom periods however, a well-planned garden can bloom 

from Winter to Fall

➔ Adapt to different habitats fairly easy

➔ The BEAUTY



(true) Bulb noun :
 A short, modified, underground stem surrounded by usually fleshy 
modified leaves that contain stored food for the shoot within. (allium, 
hyacinth, tulip, and daffodil)



Other types of bulbs…
Corm- Swollen, underground portions of a stem, 

usually broader than higher (crocus and gladiolus)

Tubers- Short, fat underground stems that are 

either flattened, rounded, or irregular. (anemone, 

begonia, dahlia)

Tuberous roots - thickened stem that grows 

horizontally. (iris)



Selecting Bulbs
Select high-quality bulbs…the cheaper, the less 

quality and vice-versa. 

Check for diseased bulbs (moldy, discolored, or 

soft). Bulbs should be firm and have unblemished 

skin.

Important to research the different types, colors, 

and growth requirements for bulbs BEFORE 

purchasing.

Choosing larger bulbs will likely give you the 

largest flowers, but smaller sizes are good for 

garden displays. 



Site Selection, Soil Prep, & Fertilization

★ Choose a site with full sun (at least 6 hours)
○ Bulbs planted with a southern exposure will bloom earlier than bulbs planted with a northern exposure

★ Must have well-drained soil!
○ To test, dig a hole about 12” deep and fill with water. The next day fill the hole again with water and see how long the water remains. If 

the water drains within 8-10 hours it is well-drained, if it has not drained in 10 hours it will be necessary to improve drainage. (refer to 
handout if improve drainage is necessary)

★ To prepare the soil, spade 8-12” deep and remove trash
○ Add 3-4” of organic matter (compost, manure, or peat) and spade deeply

★ Fertilizers should be added after organic matter
○ Bone meal and or a low analysis garden fertilizer are good fertilizers
○ Nutrients will need to be replaced as the plant uses them during the growing period
○ Add a complete fertilizer to the bed before flowering



Planting Bulbs

The sooner you plant, the better. Plant 
spring-flowering bulbs from early to late 
fall; summer flowering in early spring, 
and plant autumn bulbs in late spring to 
late summer.

The planting depth is very important. 
Rule of thumb- set the bulbs at a depth 
approximately three times their greatest 
diameter. Plant a little deeper in sandy 
soils and less in heavy clay.



Care After Planting
● Hardy bulbs need relatively no attention 

during the growing season

● Remove weeds and be careful not to 

damage shoots during cultivation

● Fertilization is recommended for bulbs 

going to be left in the ground for several 

years

● During dry spells thorough watering is 

required, water at the base if plants are in 

bloom. The growing cycle does not end 

until the leaves turn yellow and die.

● As bulbs finish flowering remove the 

faded blooms (deadhead)



Common Spring- Flowering Bulbs
Allium                                                                 Hyacinth

Anemone                                                          Galanthus 

Baboon flower                                              Iris

Brodiaea                                                          Daffodil

Saffron                                                              Tulips

Mariposa lily

Camass

Glory-of-the-Snow

Lily-of-the-Valley

Crocus

Cyclamen







Questions?
Lauren Walz

Horticulture Extension Agent

785-628-9430

lfick@k-state.edu


